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an ideology on the writer's part leads to elimination of the spirit of
enquiry. The windows of his mind will be closed. That is an
undersirable event. A writer must necessarily have respect for human
values. No doubt we have in our midst unbridled freethinkers who
argue thus: 1 do not, and need not, care for others. I write what
I choose. I care a twopence whether the society accepts or rejects
my work" Art may find a place in their works. The reader may
get thrill and enjoyment out of the same. Whether a literary work
brings man down on the inclined plane of life to an animal existence
or whether it ennobles him and raises him higher and higher from
his base nature ought to be the touchstone for assessing a work.
If that test is applied the works of these licentious 'free1 writers do
not deserve acclaim.

In reality, the number of writers without any commitment is
small. If a writer has no commitment towards human values it means

that he entertains feelings of attachment to animal instincts and urges.

i
As the word 'Commitment' has been defined and explained all

along as commitment to the ideology, policy and programme of a
political party, that word has not attained nor attracted the status
and respect that it deserves in the world of writers, if, on the other
hand, we give it the connotation that it is regard and respect for
human values, then that difficulty vanishes into thin air. It is desirable
that writers should take to such an enterprise. Let us hope that
an effort of this kind will bear fruit.